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The Regulatory Structure 

Supported by the Teachers Act which received Royal Assent on 

November 14, 2011 and came into force on January 9, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Interest – Transparency – Keeping Students Safe 



The BC Teachers’ Council (BCTC) 

The BC Teachers’ Council is made up 16 members - 5 members are 

practicing teachers from across the province and 11 members are 

appointed by the Minister of Education from our various education 

stakeholders.  The BCTC has the following mandate under the Teachers Act: 
 

• Establishes standards for the education, competence and conduct of certificate 

holders. 

• Establishes certificate types (including criteria) and the standards for applicants’ 

qualifications and fitness. 

• Evaluates and approves teacher education programs for the purpose of certifying 

their graduates. 

***Separate and independent of the organizations to which                                                    

they belong and carries out there duties in the public interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The new “Trades Certificate” 

The BC Teachers’ Council recently approving a new pathway to 

certification for qualified trades people wishing to enter the teaching 

profession. To be eligible for the new Trades Certificate individuals must 

meet the following requirements: 
 

 Complete grade 12 or equivalent;  

 Hold a Red Seal or Trades Certificate issued or recognized by the Industry 

Training Authority in a trade that has a minimum of three levels of technical 

training;  

 Complete a minimum of 5 years of journeyperson work and/ or teaching 

experience;  

 Complete a full teacher education program of no less                                             

than 48 credits; and 

 Complete 6 credits of English or French literature and                     

composition. 
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Upgrading the Trades Certificate 

Trades Certificate holders who wish to obtain an unrestricted teaching 

certificate may upgrade to a Professional Certificate through one of 

the following avenues: 

 Complete 12 credits of course work in a minimum of 2 trades/ technology 

areas outside the restricted trades area, or 

 Complete 24 credits of course work in another recognized secondary 

teaching area taught in BC secondary schools.   

The TRB anticipates it will begin issuing the Trades Certificate by early 

2016  but no BC graduates via this pathway are expected for another 

couple of years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRB Communications Plan 

• News release on the new Trades Certificate from the Ministry – Government 

Communications and Public Engagement. 

• Notification sent to all education and industry partners. 

• Notification sent to all BC K-12 employers – public, independent, offshore 

and First Nations. 

• Notification sent to all other Canadian jurisdictions. 

• Email sent to all certificate holders in the province. 

• Brochure and additional information posted on TRB website. 

• Learn Magazine Article – Fall 2015 issue.  Includes                                         

great quotes from Rodger Hargreaves (SD62). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next Steps 

• Engaging and working the BC post-secondary institutions so that 

they may offer this teacher education program. 

• Engaging the Teacher Qualification Service (TQS) to examine their 

regulations around salary classification and categories. 

• Working with WorkSafe BC to ensure fit with their Vocational Rehab 

Program – specific to injured trades professionals who want to 

transition into the teaching profession. 

• Follow up by the BCTC – reviewing the Trades Certificate criteria and 

new pathway in 2 years. 

• Out of Scope for BCTC/TRB – funding,                                             

trades program viability in the system                                                         

& employment/teaching assignments.                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The TRB Website 
Our website http://www.bcteacherregulation.ca is a useful tool for 

certificate holders, education programs, employers, administrators, 

parents and the general public.    
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Questions/Feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shawn.McMullin@gov.bc.ca 
 

 


