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Purpose: To provide SD 62 staff, with a list of procedures to ensure they are protected against potential hazards associated with Compressors (Compressed Air) Operations.  

Hazards: Work involving Compressors (Compressed Air) Operations could lead to compressed air entering the body through skin penetration (Air Embolism), particles (disturbed by compressed air) can cause injury to eyes, mouth, ears potentially causing internal injury. In addition, pressurized systems can explode when ruptured or damaged. 
WARNING: DO NOT operate Compressors or Compressed Air Equipment unless you have been trained in its safe use and operation. Failure to comply could result in severe injury and even death. 
General Safety
· Never start work without proper authorization and training.
· Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): when working on or around the compressor wear long sleeves, pants and closed-toe shoes and safety goggles.  Also, any other PPE required as per current SDS of any hazardous product(s) being used. 	Comment by Christine Merner: when i am in the shop and the compressor is on, i dont wear PPE so can we say when around or working on?	Comment by Alan Kavanaugh: Made the change,.
· Compressed air should not be used for cleaning clothing or skin.
· Tie back and cover hair, no loose clothing and no jewelry should be worn.
Before COMPRESSOR (COMPRESSED AIR) OPERATIONS
· Ensure all combustible and flammable liquids and materials have been moved away or covered.
· Always have fire-fighting equipment (fire extinguisher) on hand before starting.
· Inspect equipment, ensure they are protected, labeled, and secure.
· Ensure compressor, hoses, connections and nozzles are in good condition.
· Inspect Electrical connections, compressors, shut offs and connections.
· Ensure ventilation is provided and operational.
During COMPRESSOR (COMPRESSED AIR) OPERATIONS
· [bookmark: _Hlk216181407]Keep people away from operation who are not wearing PPE.
· Never spray compressed air in the direction of other people in the area.
· Beware of material that may become airborne or uncontrolled during the compressor operating process.
· Do not leave equipment running while unattended.
· Once work is completed shut down equipment and turn off equipment.
After COMPRESSOR (COMPRESSED AIR) OPERATIONS has been Completed
· Ensure walkways and workspaces are clear and clean of any accumulated materials, etc.
· [bookmark: _Hlk202877041]Collect all combustibles/waste/debris and place in appropriate containers. 
· Inspect equipment to ensure no damage has occurred, guards and other devices are in good condition and in place. Record any damage as per the Technology Education Safety Manual.
· If equipment is damaged or inoperable follow lockout procedures.  
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